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A 8 ER M ON. 


NME occaſign, Chriſtians, on which I riſe up 

to addreſs you, ſuggeſts a variety of ſuitable 
ſubjects. The general obligations to benevolence 
might, with propriety, be applied to it. The 


excellence of a public ſpirit might be illuſtrated 


and the different expreſſions of it enfoxced, The 
miſery and wretchedneſs of thoſe who, from early 
life, are left to wander about, involyed in igno- 
rance and expoſed to every ſnare, without a pro- 
tector or inſtructor, might be repreſented to call 
forth your compaſſion. The importance of guard- 
ing the day of the Lord from profaneneſs, and of 
initiating the youngeſt into a reverent obſervance 
of the Chriſtian ſabbath, might be urged. But, 
from the circumſtance of its being the firſt time, 
on which I have had the pleaſure of beſpeaking 
your attention, on the inſtitution of Sunpay 
Schools, my own mind is particularly impreſſed 
with the conſideration of the riſe and progreſs of 
this ſcheme, for the reformation and inſtruction 
of the children of the poor. 
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In this view I have been inclined te apply to 


it the deſcription given us, in the hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament, of a remarkable appearance of 
the divine providence to remove an heavy cala- 
mity, with which the children of Iſrael had been 
afflicted. Allow me, therefore, to aſk your at- 
tention to ſome obſervations, which I would ſub- 


mit to your ſerious and candid minds, from theſe - 


words we have, 


1 Kincs xvill. 44: 


BEHOLD! THERE ARISETH A LITTLE CLOUD 
door OF THE SEA, LIKE A MAN'S HAND. 


FT\HIS paſſage refers to very important events 
in the hiſtory of the Jews. That people, 
under the reign of Ahab, had ſunk into groſs 
idolatries, and had fallen into the worſhip of Baal, 
the god or idol of the Sidonians : a ſpecies of 
falſe religion more abominable than what had 
been practiſed in former times. For theſe crimes 
they were viſited with the judgments of God, 
who according to the prophetic prayer and de- 
nunciation of Elyah*, that eminent prophet, 


9 That the prayer of Elijah was not the wiſh of his own 

ntment, but proceeded from the ſpirit of prophecy, is 
clearly ſtated and fully. proved in a valuable volume of in- 
genious and judicious ſermons, by Mr. Joſ. Morris. 1743- 
Sermon I, 
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afflicted them with a drought and famine for three 
years and an half. Nearly at the expiration of 
that period, this meſſenger of the divine judg- 


ments and mercy. was ſent, to Ahab, to promiſe 
rain. | 


This promiſe was not made, till, in a public 
convention of all the people and of the prophets 
of Baal, upon Mount Carmel, it had been proved, 
by a ſingular miracle, that Baal was an impotent 
idol, and his prophets were confounded : not, till 
the Iſraelites were recovered. from their deluſion, 
and brought to acknowledge, with reverent, 
humble and true piety, that the Loxp Jenovan 
alone was Gop. ' On this the prophet gave them 
encouragement to expect that the famine would 
ceaſe. * And Elijah ſaid unto Ahab, get thee up, 
«* eat and drink; for there is a ſound of abun- 
« dance of rain.” The king withdrew to refreſh 
himſelf, and the prophet went up to the top of 
Carmel, and proſtrated | himſelf, in an act of 
humble devotion, to implore the deſcent of the 
promiſed bleſſing. 


Having finiſhed this, he ſaid to his ſervant, 
Go now, look toward the fea, And he went 
* up and looked, and ſaid there is nothing. And 
he ſaid, go again ſeven times. And it came ta 
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4 pals at the ſeventh time, that he ſaid: Behold, 
& there ariſeth a little cloud out of the ſea, like a 
* man's hand.” Theſe ſmall appearances indi- 
cated, with certainty, the approach of that mo- 
ment, which would fully anſwer the hopes the 
prophet himſelf had entertained, and, by the word 
of prediction, had raiſed in the minds of the 
Iſraelites. He was fully ſatisfied, that the rain 
would ſoon deſcend, in copious ſhowers, to re- 
freſh the parched ground. And he ſaid; Go 


* up unto Ahab, prepare thy chariot, and get 


e thee down, that the rain ſtop thee not.” And 
it came to paſs, in the mean while, that the heaven 
was black with clouds and wind, and there was 
great rain. The little cloud, which, at firſt, had 
no greater extent than the breadth of a man's 
hand, rapidly ſpread itſelf, covered the face of 
the ſky with thick darkneſs, and poured its con- 
tents on the earth, 


The reflexion, naturally, flowing from this event 
is; on what ſmall cauſes do frequently the greateſt 
effects depend: from how inconſiderable begin- 
nings have ſcenes of the higheſt importance and 
of the moſt extenſive influence ariſen. In the 
caſe before us, Elijah, with devout pleaſure, 
traced the progreſs of a little cloud ripening into 
a great rain. He knew that this meteor was 
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not at the biggeſt: it was newly born of the 
« womb of the waters, and, in ſome minutes of 
« age would grow to a large ſtature “.“ 


In the experience of life, and in the hiſtory of 
providence, there offer innumerable inſtances of 
circumſtances, at firſt inconſiderable, increaſing 
and ripening into iſſues of weight and magnitude. 
The human mind, in. the contemplation of ſuch 
revolutions, is amazed and delighted; as it traces 
from ſmall beginnings the gradual and improving 
flow of ſtreams that make glad the city of God, 
and, as they flow, pour rich and diffuſive bleſſings, 


With ſach views before it, the heart humbly 
adores that ſupreme power which preſideth oyer 
and conducteth the whole ſeries of cauſes and 
events, till they grow up to a concluſion, which 
kindles the fervor of human gratitude and excites 
the wonder of angels. I would endeavour to 
luftrate this remark, by the riſe and progreſs of 
Chriſtianity— by the origin and increaſe of its 
corruptions—by the hiſtory of the reformation— 
and by the commencement and progreſs of  reli- 
gion in the ſoul : and would then apply the truth 


to the ſubject, N before us. 
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I. The truth, which the text teaches us, ap- 
pears to be verified; and our minds are affected 
by it, when we turn our thoughts back and me- 
ditate on the riſe and ſpread of our divine faith. 
Chriſtianity, at its commencement, was among 
the weak and deſpiſed things of the world. The 
wiſe men and the great men beheld it with diſ- 
dain; or, at leaſt, regarded it as a thing which 
would ſoon come to nought; as a doctrine, which 
their power and influence would ſoon ſuppreſs.— 
Our Lord himſelf, on account of its ſmall and 
unfavourable beginnings, compared his kingdom 
to a grain of * muſtard ſeed and a little leaven :” 
but by the ſame ſimilitudes he deſigned to predict 
its ſure, though ſlow progreſs ; till it ſhould, ac- 
cording to one image, leaven the whole lump;” 
and, according to the other metaphor, © grow into 
« 2 tree, under the branches of which the fowls 


of the air ſhould lodge.” 


The fact has illuſtrated the exactneſs of bis 
comprehenſive views : who ſaw a little flock 
multiply into the empire of righteouſneſs and 
truth : who ſaw a © little one become a thouſand, 
and a ſmall one a ſtrong nation.“ A religion, 
of which the ſon of a carpenter was a founder, 
the firſt partiſans of which were fiſhermen, became 
the faith of the great—the hope of the wiſe—and 
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the religion of nations. The ſound of the goſpel 
hath gone out through the earth, and ſpread to its 
utmoſt parts. This © is the Lord's doings, and 
« jr is marvellous in our eyes.” What we obſerve, 


concerning the riſe and progreſs of divine truth, 


may be applied, 


II. To the commencement and ſpread of the 
corruptions of this truth. The firſt deviations 
from the purity and ſimplicity of the goſpel were 
ſmall and inconſiderable: piety might appear to 


dictate them ; or prudence might approve them. 
They might ſeem innocent and ſafe. It was not 
foreſeen, what a maſs of ſuperſtition, or what luſt 
of ſpiritual dominion, under the name of Popery, 
would ariſe from calling the Lord's Supper firſt 
a ſacrament and then a myſtery—from inveſting 


one miniſter of the goſpel with a ſuperiority of 


rank and power over ſeveral others—and from 
giving to Chriſtianity, under Conſtantine, a tem- 
poral eſtabliſhment, and enriching it with the 
emoluments of this world. 


Yet from the fir} inſtance ſprang up, in the end, 
the abſurdities of tranſubſtantiation *. From the 
ſecond aroſe the tyranny of the popes. And by 


o See Priefley's Addreſs on the Lord's Supper. 
8 the 
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the third birth was given to the ambition of the 
clergy, and to bloody perſecutions, through ſuc- 
ceeding ages. Nay, from the ſimple circumſtance 
of ſotne pious perſons praying at the tombs of the 
wartyrs, churches came to be adorned with their 
pictures, and the Chriſtian temple of the only 
living and true God to be profaned by the 
worſhip of images and prayers offered up to dead 
men. 


The ſpirit of iniquity began to work even in 
the times of the apoſtles, and it did not ceaſe to 
work till mankind, under the name of Chriſtianity, 
were involved in an idolatry as ſhocking/and groſs 
as was Paganiſm under its worſt forms; and 
were brought under a tyranny as humiliating and 


The author has met with the following paſſage, in 
Le Clerc, very pertinent, to confirm and illuſtrate the above 
remark. Ii, apud quos quieſcebant retquiz martyrum, 
«« ad ea loca die martyrii conveniebant; alii remotiores, 
6 qui natales illos celebrabant, in eccleſias concurrebant. 
* Hzc eft hujus rei antiquiſſima mentis, que quidem in 
„ monumentis fide dignis occurrebat. Here Le Clerc 
refers to the cuſtom, introduced amongſt the Chriſtians of 
Smyrna, of celebrating the martyrdom of Polycarp. On 
which he adds; ©* Hinc nati poſtea ſanctorum dies li, qui 
*.una cum veræ pietatis decremento, in immenſum Trevere., 
gie ub txiguis et trlttdxiir iuitiis ſuße 631e, Inpfu ttmporis, 
* ;ngentia mala. Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica Duorum Primorum 
Szculorum, p. 729, not. 29. The reader wilt fihd à full 
detail of the progreſs of the ſuperſtitious and idolatrous 
practices above referred to, in Sir I. Newton's Obſervations 
on the Prophecy of Daniel, ch. '#iv. or. p. 263, &. 
EY | and 
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oppreſſive as ever degraded and afflicted the 


human race“. 


III. It is pleaſing to contraſt with this dark 
cloud, which grew, till it ſpread a thick darkneſs 
and gloomy horror over the earth, a ray of light, 
which art length increaſed to the ſplendor of noon- 
day. From very ſmall! beginnings aroſe the re- 
formation from Popery. . In the fourteenth century, 
Wickliffe oppoſed the authority of the Pope, and 
pointed out ſeveral corruptions of true religion: 
The doctrines he had promulgated, . by their own 
power and truth, gained acceſs to the minds of 
men. The ſeed which he ſowed, though it ap- 
peared to die away, took root; ſecretly ſprang up; 
and, even two centuries afterwards, produced a 
glorious harveſt in the reign of Henry VIII. whoſe 
caprice and paſſions brought on a ſeparation from 
the church of Rome, and a partial reformation of 
its errors. From the ſimple incident of his quarrel 
with the Pope commenced the day of light and 


liberty, which hath ever fince advanced, with im- 


proving ſplendor ; till, in the preſent times, we 
find ourſelves peculiarly happy in the ſecurity of 
8 liberty, and in the illumination of free- 


* Numerous proofs of this preſent themſelyes in Dr. 
Prieſtley's learned and inſtructive work, entitled, An 
« Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity. Us 


enquiry. 
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enquiry. - The truth we have derived 1a the text 
may be further illuſtrated, 


IV. By the riſe and growth of a principle of 
true piety in the hearts of men. The incorruptible 
ſeed of divine truth, ſown in the human mind, 
watered by the divine influence, and meeting with 
a ſuitable ſoil, fixes its roots—taketh hold of the 
underſtanding, will and affections— inſinuates itſelf 
with a ſilent force into the various inclinations ; 
till it brings forth the fruits of righteouſneſs an 
hundred fold, forms a prevailing character, ex- 
tends its energy through all periods and circum- 
ſtances of life, ripens into habits of probity, bene- 
volence and devotion, and, on the morning of the 
reſurrection, will attain to its full maturity and 
beauty, perfection and glory, in the kingdom of 
everlaſting righteouſneſs and life, 


To uſe the words of an eloquent preacher ; 
«© The beginnings of piety are often ſcarcely diſ- 
« cernible ; but being kindled by the breath of 
© God, that ſpark of divinity is by degrees blown 
cc into a flame, which mounts upward, and up- 
de ward, and ſtill upward, till it reaches to the 
< throne of the Eternal, and mingles with the fires 
&« of ſeraphim “. : 

* Fordyce's Funeral Sermon for Dr. Lawrence, P+ 13. 


With 
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With what rapture and ſurpriſe will the juſt man 
made perfect, the ſaint in glory, reflecting on his 
exalted condition, ſurveying the immortal proſpects 
before him — with what ſurpriſe and rapture will he 
look back on the commencement of his holy, pious 
character; originating from the ſimple principles 
of inſtruction, communicated to his mind in child- 
hood; or ariſing from ſome deep impreſſions pro- 
duced by a particular diſcourſe, or incident, or 
providence, and beginning with penitent relentings 
and holy purpoſes, till advancing by a gradual pro- 
greſs, it terminated in that happy ſtate of life and 
glory, in which he findeth himſelf fixed by divine 
benevolence and grace. 


Theſe illuſtrations of the general reflexidn, which 
our text ſuggeſts, are not very foreign from that 
proof of its truth, which the occaſion before us ex- 
hibits. The inſtitution, for which I am this day 
to plead, is a ſtriking example of it. The mag- 
nitude to which this ſcheme, of diſciplining and 
inſtructing the children of the poor, has riſen, 
affects and ſurpriſes me. | 


It owes its origin to a (reſpectable indeed but) 
private individual of the city of Glouceſter “; and 


Mr. Raikes, an eminent printer. 
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it aroſe from a ſentiment af compaſſion he felt for 
a group of little, miſerable wretches, whom he 
obſerved one day in a ſtreet, where many people 
employed in the pin manufactory reſide. On ex- 
preſſing his concern for their forlorn and neglected 
ſafe, he was told, that the crowds of children, who, 
to the annoyance of all decent people, ſpent the 
ſacred day in noiſe and riot, would exhibit to him 
a ſhocking ſpectacle. He immediately determined 
to make ſome little effort to remedy the evil, and 
engaged four perſons, who had been accuſtomed 
to inſtruct children in reading, to, receive and 
teach ſuch as he ſhould ſend to them every Sunday. 
They were to be taught to read, to be conducted 
to church, and to be accuſtomed to repeat their 


This meaſure drew attention on it. Several 
clergymen gave it their aid, by going round to the 
ſchools, The advantages of it were ſoon ſeen and 
felt. Many children began to ſhew talents for 
learning and a defire to be taught. A wonderful 
change was produced in their manners : a change, 
which a gentleman, who employed many of them 
in a manufactory of hemp and flax, faid, ** could 
not have been more extraordinary, had they been 
* transformed, from the ſhape of wolves and tygers 
& to that of men.” 
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The novelty, the ſimplicity, and, above all, 
the effects of the ſcheme, gave it an eclat; the 
fame of it ſpread rapidly; it became an abject 
of general attention. Aſſociations were eagerly 
formed, in Leeds and Mancheſter, and in the 
principal towns and villages that ſurround thoſe 
two great centers of the woollen and cotton 
manufactories, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing 
theſe ſchools . Other towns caught the flame 
of zeal for diffuſing religious knowledge. and 
order, which was lighted up. To diſtant places 
it ran, gathering ſtrength and burning with in- 
crealing fervor, The vehicles of public intelli- 
gence, almoſt every week, informed us of new 
Sunday Schools being formed and eſtabliſhed in 


different parts of the kingdom, and producing 


the moſt important conſequences. The eloquence 
of the pulpit powerfully pleaded for the inſti- 


tution, and the preſs teemed with publications in 
in its favour . 


In London, where every laudable undertaking 
meets with noble patronage, there aroſe a ſociety, 
the object of which was to extend its aids to this 


ſcheme throughout the kingdom, as well as to ſet 


# See Appendix, p. 40, to Mr. Wm. Turner's Sermon, 
entitled, Sunday Schools recommended.“ 


+ Idem, p. 56, &c. 


up 
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up ſchools, under its immediate direction in the 
metropolis: a ſociety, reſpectable for its generous 
exertions, its extenſive operation and the catholic 
ſpirit which united in it gentlemen of every reli- 
gious party, and conducted its proceedings on the 
moſt liberal plan. 


This ſociety, in January 1788, had eſtabliſhed 
and aſſiſted 333 ſchools, containing 21,000 ſcho- 
lars; and it had ſupplied, by its diſtributions, 
25,934 ſpelling books, 7,482 teſtaments, and 
1,290 bibles *. 


Since that time have ariſen, by the benevolence 


of this town +, the Schools now before you: and 


our neighbouring pariſhes have ſet up ſimilar 
ſeminaries. The cloud, which, not fix years ſince, 


Since the delivery of this diſcourſe, there has appeared, 
in the General Evening Poſt of April 18th, an advertiſement 
from the ſecretary of the ſociety, bringing down the account 
of their eſtabliſhments and diſtributions to this time; ſtating 
the number of their ſchools to be at preſent 590; of their 
ſcholars, 39,298. And that they have given away 44,183 
ſpelling books, 12,553 teſtaments, and 3,079 bibles. This 

tement proves, har in the laſt year the increaſe of Sunday 


Schools has been great and rapid. 


+ The praiſe of firſt —_ a Sunday School in Taunton 
is due to a private perſon, Mr. Harris, a gardener ; who, 
living in one of the extremities of the town, became him- 
ſelf the inſtructor of a number of the poor children, by whom 
— = ſurrounded ; and without gratuity continues the care 
ot them, 4 | | 
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was as it were only no more in extent than a 
man's hand, hath increaſed to a great rain; and 
has watered this kingdom with fruitful ſhowers. 


Thouſands of thouſands forlorn and neglected 
children, ho were like the outcaſts of the ſpecies, 
have been received into the boſom of religion, 
have been taught her divine leſſons, have been 
diſciplined in her ſchool, have been formed by 
her heavenly hands, have been led to her temple, 
and have been conducted into the path that leads 
to life and glory. On the loweſt eſtimate much 
good hath been done. Our town doth not ſee 
that riot and diſorder, with which on the Lord's 
day the pious heart was offended. Every place, 
where a Sunday School exiſts, hath born teſti- 
mony to its beneficial tendency. The idle and 
licentious are recovered from their profane ſports 
on that day; the ignorant have been enlightened, 
and an emulation for the beſt things hath been 
kindled. A ſenſe of a God, the Father and Judge 
of all, of a Redeemer, and of a world to come, is 
given to the flexible, but before untutored, mind; 
and by acts of religion is impreſſed on the heart. 
They who were like the wild aſs' colt are trained 
up to regularity, and habituated to the worſhip 


of their Maker, and to the reverence of that day 
B which 
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which is ſacred to the cauſe of * and to the 
honour of Chriſt, 


* 
May we not hope, that in many, many inſtances, 


the good effects of this inſtitution will be wide and 


laſting? May we not hope, that a generation will . 


grow up, from the loweſt claſs of people, more 
enlightened, more orderly and more virtuous than 
is the preſent, or was the paſt? May we not 
hope, that out of theſe ſeminaries, limited as is 
the object, and ſimple as are the means employed, 
will come forth ſome, even many, excellent cha- 
racters, to fill and adorn the humble ſtations of 
life? May we not hope, that ſome, even many, 
ſons of God and heirs of eternal life will be born 
in them? To ETERNAL LIFE ſhall the ſeed, thus 


ſown, ſpring up. 


But, beſides the order which this charitable 
operation of piety introduceth into civil ſociety, 
beſides the reverence for the Lord's day which it 
awakens, beſides the knowledge of divine truth, 
which it diffuſeth, I rejoice in another good effect 
of it. It hath, as in the inſtance before us, united 
together Chriſtians of different denominations in 
one common ſcheme. Embarking, as in this caſe 
we do, in one deſign, we diſcern and feel, that 

there 


he 


h it 
ith, 


ited 
3 10 
caſe 
that 
1ere 


(49 -J 


there are common, eſſential principles, in which 
we all agree; that there is a common falvation, 
in which we have all an equal intereſt ; and that 
there is, amidſt every difference of religious ſen- 
timent or practice, one great object which we can 
all unite“ our efforts to advance the glory of 
God and of his Chriſt. Sentiments of mutual 
eſteem, regard and affection are produced; a ſpirit 
of philanthropy and of Chriſtian benevolence is 
generated. We feel as the children of one Father 
in heaven, and as the diſciples of one Maſter 
who is the Saviour of all men. A deſign followed 
with ſuch an effect is a bleſſing to our diſcordant 
world. | 


Nothing can promiſe more favourably to pro- 
mote this good effect, and the other valuable ends 
of this inſtitution, than the plan on which the 
little book of inſtruction, with which our ſchools 
are ſupplied, is drawn up. It contains nothing 
but the great, practical truths of religion. The 
conſequence of this is, that the children are not 
enliſted in party principles; their minds are not 
filled with uſeleſs ſpeculations, nor their memories 


A ſtriking proof of this is furniſhed by a valuable pam- 
let on Sunday Schools, written, in a very liberal ſpirit, 
the learned and ingenious Mr. Berington, a prieſt of the 
church of Rome, entitled, An Eſſay on the Depravity of 
the Nation.“ 


B 2 encum- 
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encumbered with unintelligible terms. This is a 
great advantage, and by this means the few im- 
portant principles, in which they are inſtructed“, 
it may well be expected, becauſe they fingly ad- 
dreſs, will more powerfully impreſs the mind. 


In another reſpe& this ſimple mode of in- 
Kruction hath a great excellence, and promiſeth 
to be productive of very good effects. The re- 
ligion of Chriſt has, for ages, been darkened by 
words without knowledge, and been encumbered 


*The excellent Oſtervald long ſince complained, that, 
at the ſame time that children are ſuffered to be ignorant 
* about many important articles, they are perplexed with 
divers uſeleſs or not very neceſſary inſtructions. Inſtead 
of limiting them to the eſſential parts of religion, their 
«© minds — memories are filled with many things which 
*« they may be ſafely ignorant of. Some would have them 
60 adderfiand the diſputes of divines, concerning the moſt 
curious and abſtruſe queſtions ; and they are made to get 
« ſeveral things by heart, which they do not underſtand, 
and which are of no great uſe. In the mean time children 
learn theſe things, and ſay them without book; and being 
«« poſſeſſed with the conceit that they are ſo many articles 
« of faith, they rank among divine truths ſchool-terms and 
5 doctrines of which they neither apprehend the certainty 
«© nor the uſe. And thus having none but intricate ideas 
about religion, they — not the beauty, ſolidity or 
«« excellency of it; and they have neither true love nor 
«« reſpe& for it.“ Oſtervald's Cauſes of the Corruption 


of Chriſtians, Part II. ch. v. p. 387, 388. This tract is 


one of thoſe, which Bp. Watſon has publiſhed in his moſt 
valuable and judicious collection of Theological Trads : a 
collection, by its merit and utility, entitled to a place in 
the library of every divine and gentleman, who is not 
poſſeſſed of the pieces it includes. 
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with abſtruſe notions and ſuperſtitious practices. 
The plan, for initiating children into the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, now adopted, ſhows, that many 
Chriſtians fee the importance and utility of re- 
curring to firſt principles, and of diveſting their 
forms of elementary inſtruction of what is foreign 
to the leading, eſſential principles of religious 
truth and practice. Religious knowledge is ſim- 
plified. 


I am ready to conſider this as a prelude to that 
happy day, when Chriſtians will learn to unite 
together on the plain truths of their common 
Chriſtianity ; and to drop the terms which have 
hitherto divided them into parties, and the creeds 
which, inſtead of uniting them together, have 
ſeparated them from each other, and gendered 
ſtrife and variance and every evil work. Much, 
very much it may contribute to this happy effect, 
to have ſo large a maſs of mankind, as will, in 
future time, pour forth out of Sunday Schools, 
formed on this liberal plan. May I not pleaſe 
myſelf with the proſpect, that the little cloud, 
which has riſen, and is ſhedding on us its in- 
creaſing ſhowers, will with a peculiar influence 
water the heavenly ſeed of divine truth only: but 
leave the tares, which human inveation and folly 
have ſown amongſt it, to wither and die away? 
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From ſuch ſmall beginnings do frequently the 
moſt ſalutary effects ſpring. The origin of Sun- 
day Schools, piety flatters itſelf, and benevolence 
cheriſhes the growing hope, will be the com- 
mencement of a new #ra in the Chriſtian world; 
of a new reformation, more perfect and extenſive 
than hath yet exiſted ; when Chriſtianity, being 
reſtored to its original purity and ſimplicity, ſhall 
exert all its divine energies, and diſplay over the 
earth its genuine glory. Should time realize theſe 
proſpects, a new illuſtration, a new proof of the 
truth, we have drawn from the text, will offer. 
Generations, now unborn, will admire the in- 
fluence of the ſimple efforts of piety and benevo- 
lence operating on their knowledge and practice. 


But to what purpoſe will theſe advantages, theſe 
conſequences of the inſtitution of Sunday Schools 
have been repreſented and ſet before you, unleſs, 
Chriſtians, you go away more ſtrongly impreſſed 
with a conviction of the utility and importance 
of this inſtitution, more zealouſly diſpoſed to 

promote its ſpread and advance its influence? 
The ways of providence are wonderful, whether 
good 1s produced out of evil, or ſmall beginnings 
of good carried on and ripened to great and 
diffuſive iſſues. But our endeavours muſt concur 
with the gracious deſigns of providence, and by 
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our means are its gracious and merciful ends to 


be accompliſhed. - Elijah bowed down, prayed 
with fervor, and waited with patience, before the 
little cloud aroſe out of the ſea and-the great 
rain fell, 


Let each clafs, into which this audience may 
be divided, whether that of benefators—or the 
teachers—or the objects of the inſtitution, admit 
the word of exhortation. 


You, my- friends, who have favoured the 


ſcheme, who have obſerved with devout pleaſure 


its growth, will go on to patronize it; to ſupport 


it by your contributions, and to aid it by your 


foſtering care. Without your renewed contri- 
butions it mult evidently drop: without your 
foſtering care it can not flouriſh, Should the 
managers and viſitors become remiſs, that remiſſ- 
neſs will affect the teachers and the children.— 
The well-diſpoſed wiſh for the encouragement, 
the ill. diſpoſed need the reſtraint or the animation, 
of your eyes and your enquiries. May I recom- 
mend it, that the ſchools ſhould be viſited with 
aſſiduity — that the attendance, the manners and 
the proficiency of the children ſhould be cloſely 
obſerved—and ſuitable reports regularly made 


to the Committee? Every thing, I conceive, _ 


dependeth 
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dependeth upon this attention. May I recom- 
mend to the Committee punctuality and activity, 
in the buſineſs that lieth upon them? May I 


urge it on us all to be united, vigorous and per- 
ſevering ? 


One great deſign of the inſtitution being to 
increaſe a reverence for the Lord's day, and to 
habituate the children to a regular attendance on 
public worſhip, let me aſk whether we ſhould not, 
in this, ſet them the example? If we forſake the 
houſe of God, with what propriety can we enjoin 
their attendance? If we give the day of the 
Lord to buſineſs or pleaſure, our conduct muſt 
undermine that reverence for it, which it is the 
deſign of the inſtitution. to give them, As the 
objects of our regard grow up to years of re- 


| flexion, they will look to our example and com- 


pare with hat the meaſures which have been 
taken for them. If our example doth not cor- 
reſpond with the ſupport M have afforded to this 
ſcheme, they will ſecretly upbraid us. They will 
be apt to copy our manners, to break off from 
the diſcipline to which we have conſtrained them, 
and to caſt off the principles we have taught 


them. If we would indeed do good, ſerve 


mankind and promote religion, we muſt be con- 


ſiſtent, 


But 
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But I am, particularly, to aſk your charitable 
contributions to a ſcheme ; which, by the im- 
portant ends it propoſes, by its rapid growth, and 
by the viſible, uſeful effects it hath produced, 
more powerfully recommends itſelf than I can 
do it by any arts of perſuaſion, Humanity, civil 
policy and religion plead for it. Humanity aſks 
you to ſave the neglected and forlorn from de- 
ſtruction. Civil policy urges you to prevent vice 
and to ſtop the progreſs of licentiouſneſs. Reli- 
gion entreats you to lead them who are without 
God and without hope, to the knowledge and 
and fear of him who made them, and to the 
refuge ſet before us in the goſpel. Can. theſe 
powerful advocates plead in vain? Certainly 


not. You feel compaſſion : you are friends to 


order and virtue : you are friends to religion, 
and you wiſh to ſee its ſtandard gf truth every 
where fixed, and its ſcepter of grace laid hold of 
by every one who needs its mercy. Obey the 
benevolent, ſacred dictates of your own hearts, 
More is not deſired of you. 


The teachers, in theſe Schools, will candidly 
admit a word of exhortation, It is, my friends, 
very much in your power to aid the important 
inſtitution, to advance which is the deſign of the 

preſent 
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preſent diſcourſe. From the ſame good and pious 
motives which gave it birth, wiſh you not to pro- 
mote the views of its friends? Look upon the 
part you are called to take in it as very uſeful and 
highly beneficial. You will not think of the pay 
you receive for it, but of the good, the great good 
you may do in it. You may be the inſtruments 
of providence of ſaving fouls from death and of 
reſcuing a number of young creatures from ruin. 
From this principle and this hope diſcharge your 
duty. It will ſweeten its fatigues and trials; for 
fatigues and trials, I am ſenſible, it hath, which 
call for ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, for diligence and the 
exerciſe of ſelf-command, and a good temper.— 
Should you, by the vexation and difficulties of 


your taſk, be hurried into paſſion and ill language, 


it will be a bad example and do much hurt. You 
know the rules of the Schools, and you will ſee 
them obſerved. It is to be wiſhed, that you 
would 7alk with your charge, on the ſubjects of 
their leſſons, ſeriouſly, plainly and afſectionately. 
And it 1s defirable, I think, that you ſhould be 
furniſhed with ſome ſuitable prayers, to be read 
when they meet in the morning and before they 
ſeparate in the evening. This, perhaps, may be- 
come a matter of conſideration with the friends of 
the inſtitution, Thoſe friends of it place much 


confidence 
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confidence in you. It will be your defire and 
ambition to anſwer their expectations, and to for- 
ward theirwiſhes. In that endeavour, may God 
aſſiſt and bleſs you. 


Before I cloſe, I would ſpeak one word to the 
children, You ought, my dear young folk, to be 
very thankful to God Almighty, who hath put it 
into the hearts of any to take you out of the ſtreets, 
to teach you to read, and to lead you to church ; 
that you may become good here and happy for 
ever. Many thouſands of poor children have pe- 
riſhed for want of ſuch ſteps in their favour. I muſt . 
charge you to keep to your ſchools—to remember 
what you are taught—to behave orderly at church 
Hand to obey your teachers. 


And now, my friends, let us all go away rejoicing 
in whatever good hath been done to the world by the 
inſtitution of Sunday Schools—thankful that God 
hath enabled and inclined us to concur in this or 
any other deſign, which hath for its object the 
welfare and falvation of others—commending our 
endeavours to the bleſſing of his providence and 
the acceptance of his grace—and looking forward 
to that glorious day, when every work of faith, 
and every labour of love and piety, ſhall receive its 
full reward, 
| Theſe 
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Theſe ohjects of your kind help, theſe children, 
my friends, can not recompence you: but you 
SHALL BE RECOMPENCED, AT. THE RESURRECTION 
OF THE JusT. Amen, - 29-18 
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